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Expansion and relocation in Sussex
Lambert & Foster and Bloomfields move into 
their new office in Wadhurst, East Sussex. The 
move shines a positive light on a strengthening 
service throughout the South East.

It has been a summer of mixed fortunes 
with land and property transactions 
being extremely busy post lockdown, 
whereas growers have suffered the 
worst wheat harvest in nearly forty 
years. 2020 is going to be a year to 
forget! And we still have Brexit to come!

I am pleased to announce some 
exciting changes for us in Sussex.  
We are relocating our office to Helix 
House on the High Street in Wadhurst 
and within this publication we set out 
further details of new members of 
staff and our continued growth and 
expansion in Sussex.

I hope you enjoy reading this 
publication and we are always available 
to advise you on a range of property 
matters.
For our full list of our services see inside 
this publication or visit our website, 
www.lambertandfoster.co.uk
TIM DUNCAN, DIRECTOR

Countryside Stewardship 
Apply for the next round of Countryside 
Stewardship for a January 2022 start –  
there are several opportunities to be had. 

WELCOMING CHANGE

Green Homes Grant Scheme
The Government has published more 
detail on the Green Homes Grant 
Scheme - find out more.



As time marches on, the long-awaited change to agricultural 
policy is now on the horizon. More detail is promised in an autumn 
statement, which at the time of writing was not available, however 
it is clear from the Government’s reply to the House of Lords 
Committee stage that the seven-year transition away from direct 
payments remains the overarching strategy. 

DEFRA Minister, Lord Gardiner, set out the basic argument:

“While direct payments currently form an important contribution 
to income on many farms in England, we believe that they can 
hamper productivity growth in the agricultural sector. That is 
why money will be diverted into countryside stewardship and 

productivity grants so that farmers can start, through their business 
interests, to take advantage of the money that will move from 
direct payments into these other areas of support.” 

The Government are determined that the first reduction to the 
Basic Payment will start next year, dismissing the growing calls for 
a delay. We expect productivity grants to become available at the 
same time to support business investment, with ELMS following on 
behind.

With these changes now moving, businesses need to prepare.  
L&F is well placed to help – please speak with Jon Booth on 01892 
832 325 or email jonathan.booth@lambertandfoster.co.uk.

AGRICULTURAL POLICY 

REAL CHANGE ON THE HORIZON

If you are interested in applying for  
the next round of Countryside  
Stewardship for a January 2022 start,  
there are several opportunities to be had. 

With the forecasted reduction in the Basic Payment Scheme  
and the theme of public money for public goods for the  
predecessor scheme, Countryside Stewardship may help your farming 
business bridge the gap in income.

We are well placed to offer and advise on the suitability of a Countryside 
Stewardship Scheme and ensure to maximise income and environmental 
benefit without restricting your farming operations. 

We recently obtained a successful mid-tier application for 37 acres adjoining 
Bewl Reservoir, where water quality was a key consideration. As part of this 
application we also applied for a range of capital items to include; drinking 
troughs, new farm gates, and fencing.

For more information, please contact Alexandra Young by email   
alexandra.young@lambertandfoster.co.uk or 01435 873 999

COUNTRYSIDE 
STEWARDSHIP

New changes came into force on the 1st 
September 2020 relating to use classes. There are 
four main use class typologies. A Classes which 
cover retail and food and drink consumption; B 
classes which cover places of work like office and 
manufacturing; C classes which cover places of 
residence and D classes which cover institutions 
and leisure uses. 

New rules have however created some new 
classes which include; Class E which includes 
commercial, business and service uses; Class 
F1 which includes learning and non-residential 
institutions and Class F2 which includes local 
community. Understanding which use class you 
fall within will dictate whether or not you will 
require planning permission to change use.  

Contact Bloomfields on 01892 8316 00 if you 
need help changing use. 

New Planning Opportunities
Recent planning changes have provided 
great opportunity to allow existing light 
industrial workshops or offices to be 
demolished and replaced with housing 
up to two storeys higher than the existing 
building. Like always there are a few 
caveats, but these new regulations are 
designed to be quicker and simpler than 
having to apply for full planning permission.  

Contact Bloomfields on 01892 831 600 
if you wish to discuss this opportunity.  

Do you fall into 

a new class?
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WELCOME TO WADHURST
Lambert & Foster and Bloomfields Chartered Town Planners are delighted to announce 
the opening of a new office in Wadhurst, East Sussex. Helix House on the High Street 

is our new Sussex base for all things property and planning related. 

Please feel welcome to come and meet the team and find out how we can help you achieve your plans. 
Whether it is selling or buying a new house, planning for an extension, or valuing a piece of land, the 

opportunities are endless. A full list of services available can be found below.

CONTACT THE WADHURST OFFICE 01435 873 999
Further details of all our services can be found at  

www.lambertandfoster.co.uk or www.bloomfieldsltd.co.uk
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Residential, Farm & Land Sales

Auctioneers

Rural Professionals

Site Promotion & Development

Commercial & Residential Lettings

Farm Business Consultancy 

Probate Valuations

Secured Lending Valuations

Grants / Subsidies

Estate Management

Stewardship

Telecommunication & Renewables

Planning Applications

Planning Appeals

Prior Notifications

Permitted Development Rights

Site Appraisals

Discharge, Variation & Removal  
of Conditions

Site Promotion

Drawing & Technical Design 

Certificates of Lawfulness

Local Plan Representations

Dealing with Enforcement Matters
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MEET THE PROFESSIONAL TEAM SERVICING SUSSEX

Mel Payne
LETTINGS MANAGER

Ted Handley
CONSULTANT

Gary Mickelborough
DIRECTOR

Alan Mummery
DIRECTOR

Ali Robertson
ESTATE AGENCY

Alex Young
GRADUATE SURVEYOR

Peter Wright
VALUATION SURVEYOR

Jon Booth
DIRECTOR

Gill Weavers
ESTATE AGENCY 
MANAGER

Tom Ogden
DIRECTOR

Russell Brown
ARCHITECTURAL 
TECHNICIAN

Beth Watts
PLANNING ASSOCIATE

Ben Wombwell
GRADUATE SURVEYOR

Tim Duncan
DIRECTOR

Sue Carter
ESTATE AGENCY

Sam Finnis
SENIOR CHARTERED 
ASSOCIATE

Sally-Anne Williams
LETTINGS

Katie Hurley
DIRECTOR

Andy Burgess
ARCHITECTURAL 
TECHNICIAN

Nicola Thomas
PLANNING ASSISTANT

Dan Page
ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR

A well-known established equestrian centre with further 
business development potential. Well-appointed four 
bedroom farmhouse, extensive equestrian facilities in 
land extending to about 190 acres including beautiful 
woodland rides in a convenient location close to the A21. 

Petley Wood Equestrian Centre
BATTLE, EAST SUSSEX  £POA

FOR 
SALE
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Stream Valley Lakes, Crowborough
A chance to purchase a popular and highly regarded carp 
fishery in a lovely valley setting, with water extending to about 
2.82 acres (1.14 hectares), surrounded by established broadleaf 
woodland. In all, some 7.28 acres (2.95 hectares).

GUIDE PRICE £250,000

Land in Chiddingly
An excellent opportunity to acquire 2.73 acres (1.10 hectares) 
of land in the much-favoured rural area of Chiddingly, with 
the benefit of a 0.42 acre lake together with a lake house. The 
property lends itself to a variety of recreational pastimes, in 
particular fishing and equestrian uses.
OFFERS IN EXCESS OF £50,000

Success of Wealden farm sale
We are delighted to report that Lambert & Foster secured the sale on this beautiful Wealden Farm set in approximately 63 acres. The 
vendors were absolutely delighted as their planned move back to Yorkshire can now go ahead. The buyers are thrilled with their new 
home and look forward to returning to the farming world, which they left behind some years ago. Whitehouse Farm sits in an Area of 
Outstanding Natural Beauty close to Tunbridge Wells and nearby Rotherfield village and was marketed at a guide price of £1,750,000.

FOR 
SALE

FOR 
SALE

SOLD

Land at Rock Lane, Hastings
Single block of pasture land amounting to some 18.19 acres 
(7.36 hectares).

GUIDE PRICE £165,000

Rotherfield                   
A traditional ring-fenced, mixed livestock and grassland farm 
in the heart of the High Weald Area of Outstanding Natural 
Beauty. Approx. 45.54 acres (18.43 hectares).

GUIDE PRICE £1,100,000 

FOR 
SALE

SOLD

FARMS & LAND IN SUSSEX
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GUIDE PRICE £245,000
Semi-detached 2 bedroom house in corner plot.

GUIDE PRICE £545,000
Extended four bedroom family home.

GUIDE PRICE £1,100,000
5-bedroom family home with 2 acres of 
landscaped gardens and orchard.

SOLD
STC

SOLD
STC

SOLD
STC

GUIDE PRICE £775,000
Chalet bungalow with scope for development 
within 1.24 acres.

GUIDE PRICE £600,000
Three bedroom bungalow in sought after 
private road.

GUIDE PRICE £875,000
Family home in village location.

SOLD
STC

SOLD
STC

SOLD
STC

GUIDE PRICE £425,000
Quality new home development in village 
location

GUIDE PRICE £305,000
Delightful two bedroom Grade II listed cottage 
on outskirts of village.

ESTATE AGENCY IN SUSSEX

GUIDE PRICE £380,000
Three bedroom home in private road with rural 
view.

SOLD
STC

SOLD
STC

SOLD
STC

GUIDE PRICE £375,000
Victorian semi-detached within walking distance 
of the village.

GUIDE PRICE £325,000
Three bedroom home within walking distance of 
mainline station.

GUIDE PRICE £450,000
Detached bungalow with off road parking and 
garage.

SOLD
STC

SOLD
STC

SOLD
STC

GUIDE PRICE £475,000
Three bedroom semi-detached cottage with 
south facing garden.

GUIDE PRICE £370,000
Detached two bedroom bungalow with 
potential to extend.

SOLD
STC

SOLD
STC FOR A FREE, NO OBLIGATION 

MARKET APPRAISAL ON  
YOUR HOME, CONTACT THE  
LAMBERT & FOSTER SUSSEX 

TEAM ON 01435 873 999
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New residential dwelling in countryside

Replacement dwelling with style
We were pleased to revisit the site of our client’s previously 
approved replacement dwelling near to our new office at 
Wadhurst. The new dwelling is an attractive and imposing 
dwelling which sits atop a natural ridge and proudly reflects 
the neoclassical cues seen in surrounding historic buildings, 
including Wadhurst railway station. The visit has served as a 
reminder as to what can be achieved with the right team and a 
strategic approach to dealing with planning policies. 

Bloomfields was able to make use of the relevant precedential 
elements of previous decisions in an area to ensure a meticulous 
case was presented to the Council. This meant there could 
only be grounds for approving the proposal by replacing the 
previous low-key bungalow with a house of more than twice 
the volume than previously existed. The new dwelling now 
positively contributes to the local vernacular. 

TO DISCUSS ANY PLANNING MATTERS PLEASE CALL THE BLOOMFIELDS SUSSEX TEAM ON 01435 873 999

Change of use from equestrian use to commercial 
storage in Area of Outstanding Beauty and 
Ashdown Forest Special Protection Area

Change of use of agricultural building to business 
use and provision of new access in Area of 
Outstanding Natural Beauty

PLANNING IN SUSSEX

Bloomfields was approach by a solicitor who was dealing with a 
property sale where, unbeknown to the seller, it was discovered 
that the property had an agricultural tie on it.  This immediately 
caused concern for the new buyer who could not meet the 
requirement to be “mainly or solely employed in agriculture or 
forestry”, whilst it also caused real impact upon value for the 
seller, reducing the property by between 20 - 30%. 

Bloomfields was able to demonstrate a non-compliance with the 
condition in the first instance to give the buyer some comfort 
that the Council’s enforcement team could not try to enforce 
the agricultural tie.  This allowed the sale to resume again.  
However, to give complete comfort to all parties, Bloomfields 
then made a strong case for removing the agricultural condition 
in its entirety.  This was dealt with swiftly and under delegated 
powers to allow the property to exchange and complete. 

Non-compliance demonstrated before 
agricultural tie removal
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BEFORE

AFTER

Commercial caravan and container storage 
achieved at farm

BEFORE

AFTER
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Lambert & Foster have been appointed by a Charity to act on 
their behalf and seek interest from land promoters for residential 
development on their land. 

Although part of the site was previously allocated, Heads of 
Terms have been agreed with a national land promoter for the 
entire site, which should bring forward more additional housing 
than previously allocated in order to maximise the value of the 
land for the Charity. 

In the long term, this should hopefully enable funds to be 
generated for the Charity which will allow them to provide grants 
to individuals for educational and vocational purposes. We are 
pleased to be assisting the Charity in achieving this goal.

Contact Tim Duncan on 01892 832 325 to discuss Option 
and Promotion Agreement matters.

Charity funds generated from land for residential development

KENT OFFICES:	 77 Commercial Road, Paddock Wood, Kent  01892 832 325
	 39 High Street, Cranbrook, Kent  01580 712 888
SUSSEX OFFICE:	High Street, Wadhurst, East Sussex  01435 873 999

www.lambertandfoster.co.uk   www.bloomfieldsltd.co.uk IN ASSOCIATION WITH

PUBLICATION DATE: September 2020.  DISCLAIMER: The articles in this edition of Asset should not be relied upon or regarded as a substitute for advice.   
Lambert & Foster and Bloomfields would be pleased to provide further information or advice on any property or planning issues.

It is with great pleasure and 
pride that we congratulate 

Beth Watts on being shortlisted 
as an RTPI South East Young 
Planner of the Year Awards 

2020 finalist.

Director, Tom Ogden, 
comments “It is not surprising 

Beth has been shortlisted.  
Her planning successes and 
more specifically rural ones, 

speak for themselves.” 

We look forward to the  
winner being announced in 

November.

SOUTH EAST 
FINALIST

Dan Page joins the Sussex team as an Associate Director
Dan, who is a Royal Institution of Chartered Surveyors (RICS) qualified 
Surveyor, a RICS Registered Valuer, a Fellow of the Central Association 
of Agricultural Valuers (CAAV) and full member of the British Institute 
of Agricultural Consultants (BIAC) will lead the Rural Professional team 
in the new Sussex office and will clearly add to the strength and depth 
already offered by the firm across the south east.  

Dan is happy (and clearly competent!) to answer any queries you 
may have about selling land, undertaking valuations, negotiating 
compensation claims, preparing planning applications and much more. 
Dan can be reached via email dan.page@lambertandfoster.co.uk or 
01435 873 999.

You can sign up for property alerts, request 
market appraisals, join our mailing list, browse 

the latest property news and see the team at 
www.lambertandfoster.co.uk

The Government has published more detail on the Green Homes 
Grant Scheme, which was opened for applications at the end of 
September. Under the scheme, owner-occupiers and landlords of 
private rented homes will be able to apply for vouchers for up to 
two-thirds of the cost of certain energy efficiency improvements, 
up to a maximum contribution of £5,000. Households on low 
incomes (those in receipt of specified benefits) can receive 
vouchers for 100% of the cost of works up to £10,000.

In order to be eligible for the scheme, the applicant must install 
at least one “primary” measure, which includes insulation (e.g. 
cavity wall, flat roof insulation etc) and low carbon heating (e.g. air/

ground source heat pump, solar thermal etc). If a primary measure 
is installed, the applicant can also install “secondary” measures 
e.g. draft proofing, double/triple/secondary glazing, heating 
controls, hot water tank insulation etc. 

With the Minimum Energy Efficiency Regulations beginning to 
bite, requiring let property to be of a rating of E or above, this 
may be an attractive grant scheme for owners and managers of let 
residential property portfolios. 

Speak with Melanie Payne for more information on 01580  
712 888 or email melanie.payne@lambertandfoster.co.uk

Green Homes Grant Scheme




