SPECIALISING IN
PLANNING ADVICE

THROUGHOUT THE SOUTH EAST

THE COLLABORATIVE
APPROACH
A SUCCESSFUL APPLICATION
MANAGED BY BLOOMFIELDS FOR
OVER 50 UNITS AND THEN SOLD
BY LAMBERT & FOSTER
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TRUSTED, CLEAR & SOUND
PLANNING ADVICE
Bloomfields has the expertise and experience to navigate this complex
process. We help realise the full potential of land and property assets.

WHY BLOOMFIELDS?



The Bloomfields team has a range of expertise and experiences to draw
upon from both the private and public planning sector.



Bloomfields can utilise the wider professional services offered by Lambert
& Foster and its letting, property management, agency, auction, valuation
and rural professional departments.



Bloomfields planning consultants undertake Continued Professional
Development training as part of their membership of the RTPI and/or RICS.



Staff regularly attend planning agents’ meetings with councils to maintain
good relations with officers and managers, and to keep abreast of local
updates and politics.



Bloomfields has an excellent working relationship with a wide range of
specialist consultants which can be pivotal in achieving permissions and
delivering to deadlines.



The Bloomfields team deal with planning matters on behalf of clients
across 25 councils in the south east.

THE PROFESSIONAL MARKS
To maintain our high standards of service
and professional advice, our staff are industry
regulated by these property regulatories:

STAY UP TO DATE
We are active on LinkedIn and Twitter
where you can find our latest case studies
and planning news updates. To receive the
news straight to your inbox sign up to our
monthly e-newsletters via our website.

I will just take a moment to say many thanks to all involved with our project here. It was a
pleasure to deal with you and we are very happy with the outcome, even though we decided
to sell in the end, which wasn’t our initial intention but I have to admit that it made good
sense. Good help and advice all round. We will not hesitate to contact you again and of
course will always recommend your services. ANDY AND LISA H
WWW.BLOOMFIELDSLTD.CO.UK | CHARTERED TOWN PLANNERS | 3

FROM THIS...
HOUSE GAINED USING PERMITTED
DEVELOPMENT RIGHTS
Bloomfields was successful in obtaining a change
in use from a modern agricultural building to
a house in the middle of the countryside. The
building and associated land was subsequently
sold by Lambert & Foster.
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PLANNING PROFESSIONALS
Bloomfields is highly experienced in successfully negotiating a wide range of planning
applications and advising on a variety of planning matters.

Bloomfields prepare, submit and monitor planning
applications, appeals, Certificates of Lawfulness
(existing and proposed) and prior notification
applications. The individual relationships of our
staff with officers at planning authorities help to
negotiate successful outcomes.
The Bloomfields team act as project managers,
overseeing the planning process. This may
involve advising on planning law, devising a
strategy for development, bringing together
a bespoke professional team of consultants
(including architects, solicitors, highway consultants
and environmental specialists), engaging with
elected Members, and representing applicants at
committee meetings and appeals.
Bloomfields advises on application assembly and
prepares planning statements with carefully
reasoned arguments and with a broad
understanding of local and national policy. This
is often the key to achieving planning permission
without the need to lodge an appeal.

THE PRACTICE

Bloomfields is an independent firm of Chartered
Town Planners providing planning and development
consultancy services. Anna Bloomfield established the
practice in 1994 where she developed an excellent
reputation for providing a first class professional,
friendly and cost effective service.
In 2013 the practice merged with Lambert & Foster to
build upon the reputation of both companies and to
expand their level of services.
The practice maintains its ethos of personally managing
your case. Bloomfields’ philosophy is to provide honest,
clear and sound planning advice to clients with the
highest standard of professional integrity.

Sometimes in these times, it is hard to find people whom one can trust but rest assured that
we couldn’t be happier with your expertise. LINDY F
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EXPLORE OUR SERVICES
The need for sound, honest, specialist planning advice has never been so important. It is the
key to unlocking development opportunities and crucial to the successful delivery of proposals
through the planning system.

APPEALS

We work closely with our clients to
provide sound professional advice on
the prospects of an appeal succeeding
prior to progression.

AREA OF OUTSTANDING
NATURAL BEAUTY (AONB)

CERTIFICATE OF LAWFULNESS

The statutory duty to preserve or
enhance the character of an AONB can
add complexity. Our skilled team are
on hand to advise on how you can best
fulfil these requirements.

These applications confirm that a
use or development is lawful and no
enforcement action may be taken
in respect of such, or, that planning
permission is not required. We can
prepare this for you.

CONDITIONS

DRAWING & TECHNICAL DESIGN

ENFORCEMENT

We manage technical consultants
and assist in preparing applications
to have conditions discharged prior
to development.

Bloomfields provides full and detailed
plans necessary to accompany a
planning application, including existing
and proposed elevations, floorplans
and site plans.

Bloomfields can help prevent
enforcement action, can prepare
and manage retrospective
applications and can appeal against
enforcement notices.

GREEN BELT

LEGAL AGREEMENTS

MASTERPLANNING

We assist in preparing applications
within this protected landscape by
assuring compliance with local and
national policies which seek to preserve
the openness of these areas.

Bloomfields can advise on
challenging legal agreements.
We also prepare and manage
applications to remove or modify
existing legal requirements.

A masterplan serves as an operational
platform to drive future development and
respond to change over time. We are able
to maximise development opportunities
and present concepts to stakeholders.
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PLANNING APPLICATIONS

PRE-APPLICATION ADVICE

PROJECT MANAGEMENT

We prepare, submit and monitor a
wide range of planning applications
for all types of development.

For many schemes it is often
expected that pre-application
discussions will be undertaken
prior to the submission of a formal
application. We can do this for you.

We provide professional management
of planning applications which involves
coordinating and programming a team,
often consisting of many consultants in
addition to the planning coordinator.

PRIOR NOTIFICATIONS

SITE APPRAISALS

SITE PROMOTION

The Prior Notification or Prior
Approval process is designed to
be a quicker and simpler process
than having to make a full planning
application. We can advise if you
qualify for this.

Undertaking a planning appraisal of a
building, site or parcel of land may help
determine how you utilise your assets to
meet aspirations, income, requirements
and desires of the local community.

The delivery of land to developers
can be an arduous task but
Bloomfields has considerable
experience in handling this process.

LAND & BUILDING SALES

VIABILITY ASSESSMENTS
& VALUATION

FOR DETAILED
INFORMATION ON
OUR SERVICES SEE:

Being associated with Lambert
& Foster means we have the
experience to sell your property
after obtaining planning permission.

Being associated with Lambert &
Foster means we have access to
RICS Registered Valuers.

www.bloomfieldsltd.co.uk
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SUCCESS WORTH
THE WAIT
Eighty houses, including 36 affordable
homes and a biomass plant, were allowed
on appeal after many planning setbacks.
After considerable negotiations, a specialist
team was assembled for a Public Inquiry,
with Bloomfields giving planning evidence.
The timing proved spot on and a successful
outcome was achieved.
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PLANNING SECTORS
Bloomfields provides a professional service across a broad range of sectors. Listed below are
a selection of these. Our experts can provide bespoke advice which adds value to our high
standards of service.

AGRICULTURAL & FORESTRY

AVIATION

COMMERCIAL & INDUSTRIAL

We understand and work with a
wide range of agricultural businesses
which include commercial farms, food
producers, retailers and suppliers.

The aviation industry is a
highly competitive market with
evolving regulations and everchanging demands.

Clients in this sector may include
businesses looking for new office
premises, production sites,
development land or change of use.

COMMUNITY & LEISURE

EQUESTRIAN

HOUSING DEVELOPMENTS

Our experience in this sector includes
achieving planning permission for a
new college sports hall and a 3,500
sq.m retail development.

We have developed a reputation in
this sector due to our knowledge of
planning law and, in particular, how it
affects rural and semi-rural areas.

We are ideally equipped with the
skills to assist with promoting large
residential schemes.

PERMITTED DEVELOPMENTS

RESIDENTIAL PLOTS

With permitted development rights you
can convert, extend, change the use of
or erect buildings without the need for
full planning permission.

We assist clients interested in securing
enhanced value from their property
by carrying out appraisals, reviews of
development needs and advice.

CASE STUDIES ON ALL
THESE SECTORS CAN BE
VIEWED ON OUR WEBSITE

www.bloomfieldsltd.co.uk
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FROM THIS...
CHANGE OF USE TO
FIVE BEDROOM DWELLING
The use of experts at Lambert & Foster and
Bloomfields from the beginning of this case to
the end meant that the value of the site could be
significantly increased by using planning policy to
change the use of an agricultural barn to a dwelling.
The increase in value was then achieved through the
subsequent sale of the undeveloped barn.
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VALUATION &
VIABILITY
DRAWING &
TECHNICAL
DESIGN

National Planning Policy Guidance on viability
assessment together with RICS guidance
documents set out the requirements that need
to be considered when preparing viability
assessments for planning purposes.

Bloomfields provides necessary
plans to accompany a planning
application.

We have an experienced valuation team of RICS Registered
Valuers who can provide such assessments, together with
Red Book valuations for tax purposes such as capital gains
and inheritance tax, secured lending, expert witness and
matrimonial, to name but a few.

We offer a bespoke service, tailored to
meet individual needs and can follow a
design brief. The scale of the works that
can be undertaken is unlimited. The team
can produce schemes for residential and
commercial new builds, extensions and
conversions. It can also prepare layouts for
larger scale developments.

A viability appraisal can assist in the initial planning stages when
looking at the most viable use for a building or site and ways
to maximise value. These appraisals can be used to support
planning application for a change of use of a building/site by
demonstrating to the Council that the proposed use is the only
viable use and that other uses have been considered but are
not viable to pursue. This can be important as many Councils
require the exploration of business uses in buildings before
residential ones.

The drawing office has the technical ability
to present your schemes in digital format
or traditional hand drawings. We can also
provide 3D images of schemes of the
proposed development, which can assist
decision makers and aid sales.
Beyond the planning system, we can also
assist with obtaining compliance and
approval with Building Control.

On larger sites a viability appraisal can be used to show how
the level of affordable housing impacts on the viability of a
proposal. This can help justify a reduction in the number of
affordable housing units that need to be provided.
Our valuation teams’ knowledge of the planning system, local
market (including comprehensive comparable list) and various
industry sectors enable us to produce realistic viability appraisals
for rural, urban and commercial projects that are reflective of
the local market and stand up to the scrutiny of local planning
authorities and, where necessary, planning inspectors.
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FROM THIS...
POSSIBLE CHANGE OF USE TO
AGRICULTURAL BUILDING USED AS
LEVERAGE TO OBTAIN APPROVAL
FOR A NEW RESIDENTIAL DWELLING
After planning permission was achieved on this
site by Bloomfields for a four bedroom detached
house with garage, Lambert & Foster sold the
2.21 acres building plot. The plot’s isolated
position created a great deal of interest from
prospective purchasers when it launched and
sold way above the price which would have been
achieved without planning permission.
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THE TEAM

The quality of our work and the service we provide is only as good as our team. They are a key
component of Bloomfields. Together we have extensive experience of planning issues across a
broad spectrum of urban and rural environments.

Tom Ogden

Gary Mickelborough

Tim Duncan

Dan Page

Nick Brandreth

DIRECTOR

DIRECTOR

DIRECTOR

ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR

PLANNING CONSULTANT

BSC (HONS) MRICS MBIAC
ASSOCRTPI

BSC (HONS) MA MRTPI

BSC (HONS) MRICS MARLA

BSC (HONS) MRICS FAAV MBIAC

BSC FRICS

Vicky Bedford

Beth Watts

Amy Mitchell

Russell Brown

Andy Burgess

SENIOR CHARTERED ASSOCIATE

ASSOCIATE PLANNER

PLANNING CONSULTANT

ARCHITECTURAL DESIGNER

ARCHITECTURAL TECHNICIAN

BA(HONS) PG DIP MRTPI

BSC (HONS) ASSOCRTPI

BA

Katherine Staples

Nicola Thomas

Alexandra Young

Sue Carter

Ben Wombwell

PLANNING ASSISTANT

PLANNING ASSISTANT

PLANNING ASSISTANT

PLANNING ASSISTANT

PLANNING ASSISTANT

BSC (HONS)

BA(HONS) MSC
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FROM THIS...
PLANNING PERMISSION GRANTED AFTER
PRELIMINARY ENQUIRY UNDER PERMITTED
DEVELOPMENT RIGHTS
Bloomfields was successful in obtaining full planning
permission for the demolition of the existing
agricultural building and the erection of a detached
four bedroom dwelling. The plot of 0.4 acres was
subsequently marketed and sold by Lambert &
Foster who achieved prices well in excess of the
original value.
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FOR ALL YOUR PROPERTY NEEDS
Our collaboration with Lambert & Foster enables us to offer the complete property and planning
solution. For more than 100 years Lambert & Foster have advised property owners in Kent and
Sussex identifying where value can be added to your land and buildings.
Lambert & Foster has a reputation for providing trusted, professional advice throughout
Kent, Sussex and Surrey. Established in 1900, clients return time and time again. The Lambert
& Foster company divisions, all connected, are working with one another to provide a full
and professional property service.

PROPERTY SERVICES

PLANNING SERVICES

Residential, Farm & Land Sales

Planning Applications

Auctioneers

Planning Appeals

Rural Professionals

Prior Notifications

Site Promotion & Development

Permitted Development Rights

Commercial & Residential Lettings

Site Appraisals

Farm Business Consultancy

Discharge, Variation & Removal of Conditions

Probate Valuations

Site Promotion

Secured Lending Valuations

Drawing & Technical Design

Grants / Subsidies
Estate Management

Certificates of Lawfulness

Stewardship

Local Plan Representations

Telecommunication & Renewables

Dealing with Enforcement Matters

FURTHER DETAILS OF ALL OUR SERVICES CAN BE FOUND AT:

www.lambertandfoster.co.uk or www.bloomfieldsltd.co.uk
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OFFICES LOCATED AT:
PADDOCK WOOD, KENT

Tel. 01892 832 325
77 Commercial Road,
Paddock Wood, Kent TN12 6DS

WWW.BLOOMFIELDSLTD.CO.UK

WADHURST, EAST SUSSEX

Tel. 01435 873 999
Helix House, High Street
Wadhurst, East Sussex TN5 6AA

IN ASSOCIATION WITH

