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One year on in Sussex! 
We look back over the last year and reflect on our 
new offices in Sussex which have seen new staff, 
new services and new awards!

It has been very enjoyable being able to 
get out again and meet clients, friends 
and family and this has been particularly 
evident at the recent run of ploughing 
matches the firm has attended. 
It has been a challenging year for farming 
and I have recently witnessed this by 

sitting on a combine watching a client 
trying to combine a very flat barley crop! 
The recent Clarkson’s Farm series has, in 
my view, been good for British agriculture 
in highlighting the challenges of farming 
to the general public.
The property market continues to be 

buoyant and there is no reason why this 
autumn this should not continue. Within 
this latest Asset publication we provide 
you with an update of all aspects of our 
business and we are always available to 
assist you with your property matters.

TIM DUNCAN, DIRECTOR

2021 BPS Incoming Payments
Remember to keep an eye out for your BPS 
payments which will start arriving from 1st 
December 2021.

Getting back to normal

Grants for the horticultural 
food and drink industry
Individual grants of between £50k and 
£250k have been made available to Kent 
and Medway-based businesses.



Remember to keep an eye out for your BPS payments which will start arriving from 1st 
December 2021, with the payment window then running to 30th June 2022.  For this 
scheme year, for payments of £30,000 or less, there will be a 5% reduction; payments of 
£30,000 to £50,000 will attract a 10% reduction; £50,000 to £150,000 a 20% reduction; 
and over £150,000, a 25% reduction. Also remember that these deductions are 
proportional to these respective payment bands.  An example reduction on a claim will 
be calculated as follows:

A BPS 2021 claim worth £45,000, a 5% reduction would be applied to the first 
£30,000 (a reduction of £1,500) and a 10% reduction would be applied to the 
next £15,000 (a reduction of £1,500). So, the payment would be reduced 
by £3,000 to £42,000.  Over the next four years, there are further 
progressive reductions and, in this example, a £45,000 claim 
in 2024 will be reduced by £23,250 to a claim 
total of £21,750.

If you feel your 2021 claim amount, 
when received, is different from these 
progressive reduction percentages, 
please get in contact with either Jon 
Booth in our Kent Office or Dan Page in 
our Sussex office, and we can check your 
payment against our claim calculator and if 
necessary, make representations to the RPA 
on your behalf. 

2021 BPS Incoming Payments

After many years of advising the Blackman family, Lambert & Foster have received 
instructions to market their Heartsay premises located on the A274 midway between 
the villages of Biddenden and Headcorn in the Weald of Kent. Heartsay comprises a 
detached three/four bedroom bungalow offered for sale with 6.44 acres of agricultural 
land, a commercial garage premises including some 2,700 square feet of workshops and 
garage buildings on a large forecourt extending to about an acre with a further 4.4 acres 
of agricultural land adjoining.

Rural Land Sales Director, Alan Mummery, comments: “This is a great opportunity for 
owner/occupiers and investors. Well located commercial premises are hard to find and 
the possibility of living on site and also adding up to 10 acres of land to the house and 
buildings is sure to galvanise early interest from prospective purchasers.”

The property is offered for sale as a whole or in three lots and further details are 
available on request.

Mixed Wealden residential and commercial 
property comes to the marketWe are pleased to report that we have 

exchanged on a Promotion Agreement 
with a national promoter on a farming 
client’s piece of outlying land in East Kent.    
This proposal could provide 150 dwellings 
with associated affordable housing. 
Originally the client approached us to 
potentially dispose of the land and we 
identified that there may be development 
potential due to a lack of supply of housing 
locally and a nearby planning permission 
being granted for residential development. 

With the continued demand for 
building new houses nationwide, we are 
seeing strong demand for residential 
development land particularly with a 
planning permission. 

Please get in contact if you have land 
you think may be suitable for promotion 
for residential development.

150 houses in  
East Kent

FOR 
SALE

We are proud to 
be sponsors of the 
National Fruit Show 
20th & 21st October

We currently have an excellent opportunity 
for someone to join our expanding Paddock 
Wood Residential Lettings team. Excellent 
communication and organisational skills are 
essential. Lambert & Foster’s success is the 
result of our people and their hard work 
and contribution. Alongside an exciting, 
rewarding and collaborative working 
environment, a competitive package will  
be on offer.

For more information visit  
www.lambertandfoster.co.uk/recruitment
Please apply with CV to  
myfuture@lambertandfoster.co.uk

We are pleased 
to welcome Zoe 
Moore to our 
Cranbrook office 
who will be 
assisting Associate 
Director, Alec Cox, 
with residential sales. 
It is fantastic to have 
another new member of staff on board!

Join the team!

New member of the team at 
the Cranbrook office
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ONE YEAR ON IN SUSSEX.

CONTACT THE WADHURST OFFICE 01435 873 999
HELIX HOUSE, HIGH STREET, WADHURST, EAST SUSSEX TN5 6AA

TOM OGDEN, DIRECTOR

With so much having 
happened over the 

last year it seems strange to think 
we have been in our Wadhurst and 
Mayfield premises for just over a year 
now. Whilst the opening of another 
Kent office last quarter should not be 
overlooked with all the possibilities 
that brings for clients and property 
promotion, it is equally important 
we don’t forget and oversee other 
elements of our business that have 
transitioned with great success and that 
have been beavering away to service 
new and existing Sussex clients. 

Since we opened our Wadhurst office, 
the team has been bolstered with 
new faces to meet and service local 
need. The team has been joined by 
Senior Planner, John McSweeney, 
a former employee of Rother and 
Wealden Council who has circa 20 

years of planning experience; Will 
Banham, a Chartered Surveyor with 
considerable experience in land and 
property sales and at the time of 
writing, we are looking to find another 
team member to join the dynamic 
residential sales team that is led by Gill 
Weavers. Due to the nature of demand 
and the loosening of Covid rules, we 
now have regular presence from our 
Architectural team in our Sussex HQ 
who are more practically located to 
provide a range of services (including 
the provision of drawings to support 
planning applications, masterplans and 
plans suitable for building regulation 
submissions) and additional members 
of our planning and professional 
services team to ensure continued 
demand for services can be met in a 
timely and professional manner.

At the time of writing, I am delighted 

to report that the services offered by 
our planning and drawing team have 
been recognised in the RTPI South East 
Awards for Excellence 2021 Planning 
Consultancy Team of Year whilst our 
rural professional team (which includes 
our RICS Registered Valuers) has been 
shortlisted in the Rural Business Awards 
for the Best Rural Professional Services 
Business category. Not bad for just 
over a year’s worth of work through a 
pandemic! I am extremely proud of 
everyone’s hard work and dedication 
in making this possible and it is a real 
reflection on the people in the team 
and the pride they take in delivering 
excellent results for existing and new 
clients. 

If you have a Sussex property or 
land related query do contact our 
Sussex office on 01435 87399 for a no 
obligation discussion. 

✓  Rural Professionals   ✓  Farm & Land Sales   ✓  RICS Registered Valuers   ✓  Auctioneers   ✓  Planning Consultants    
✓  Site Promotion & Development  ✓  Estate Agency & Lettings

OUR SUSSEX OFFICES OFFER A FULL RANGE OF PROFESSIONAL SERVICES 

NEW STAFF, NEW SERVICES, NEW AWARDS...

SUE CARTERALEX YOUNGRUSSELL BROWN AMY MITCHELL KATHERINE STAPLES

BETH WATTSGILL WEAVERSTOM OGDEN WILL BANHAM JOHN MCSWEENEYDAN PAGE
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A variation has successfully been obtained to a 1950’s condition attached to a 
planning approval for the erection of a farm worker’s dwelling to have its agricultural 
occupancy condition removed.

Bloomfields succinctly argued the case for the removal of the AOC through a five tier 
approach, which included a sufficient period of non-compliance; a lack of agricultural 
viability; diversification to non-agricultural activities; the unaffordability of the 
property to a ‘farm worker’; and the outdated wording  of the condition itself.

In addition, it was successfully argued that the dwelling would, in any case, be 
acceptable given current local and national planning policy. The case was approved 
exactly at eight weeks, something that has been an increasingly rare event given the 
current Covid pandemic.

On-farm facilities have been provided for circa 100 
workers to assist with an extensive top fruit farming 
operation. This includes a recreation hall for staff 
‘down time’, amenity block for doing laundry and 
for 24 mobile units offering modern self-contained 
living quarters. In order to achieve this, Bloomfields 
had to set out a comprehensive planning case whilst 
also seeking to demonstrate all the usual matters in 
terms of ecology, highways, landscape, noise impact and 
drainage, to name a few, were acceptable. 

Onward negotiation was required with the Council to complete 
legal agreements that ensured necessary financial contributions toward ‘bird 
mitigation’ and the local footpath network. Bloomfields has also successfully 
negotiated conditions relating to ecology, landscape and electricity charging points.

24 Caravans and amenity block

Class Q prior approval has been obtained with Maidstone Borough Council for the 
conversion of a three storey barn. Having obtained the principle of a dwellinghouse, 
Bloomfields then obtained full planning permission for the conversion of the barn 
with a two storey extension to provide 49% more floor space for the future occupiers.

Barn conversion with extension

1950s Agricultural 
Occupancy Condition 
removed

AFTERBEFORE

APPROVED  APPROVED

APPROVED  APPROVED

Publication of the Pre-
Submission Dartford Local Plan 
Publication of the Pre-Submission 
Local Plan September 2021 has now 
been published by Dartford District 
Council, under Regulation 19 of the 
Town and Country Planning (Local 
Planning) (England) Regulations 2012. 
Representations on the plan can be 
made during a 6 week consultation 
period which runs until 5pm Wednesday 
27 October 2021. The Local Plan sets 
out the large spatial planning policy 
framework and vision for Dartford 
Borough Council until 2037. The 
September 2021 publication Local Plan 
has been revised from representation 
accounted for in February to April 2021 
during the first publication plan.

Please contact us on 01892 831600 
or info@bloomfieldsltd.co.uk if you 
require representations to be made on 
your behalf.

Call for sites in Swale
Bloomfields understand that there will be 
a new call for sites in Swale starting at the 
end of October and lasting for a short 
window of 4 weeks. This is part of the 
Council’s plan to find more sites around 
the borough that may contribute to a 
more dispersed development strategy. 
So if you have a site that may be able 
to meet this need, or have previously 
advanced a site which you may like to 
have looked at again, please do get in 
contact with our team (01892 831600 or 
email info@bloomfieldsltd.co.uk in the 
first instance) and we would be pleased 
to make representations on your behalf. 

It is anticipated that the call for sites  
will then form the basis of a Regulation 
19 Local Plan consultation which is 
forecast in the New Year when the 
Council set out what they believe to be 
the next plan (and sites) they wish to 
become formal policy.

Medway Local Plan Consultation
At the time of writing it is anticipated 
that Medway Council will be seeking 
the release of the next Draft Local 
Plan after the 7 October (at the next 
council meeting) for consultation. So do 
register for updates on the Bloomfields 
website if you wish to know when this 
has been done and so you may have the 
opportunity to comment. 

In the meantime, if you have a site 
you would like us to promote on 
your behalf ahead of or during the 
consultation period do get in contact 
with Director, Tom Ogden who is 
available on 01892 831600.

LO C A L  P L A N  U P D AT E S

IMAGE FOR ILLUSTRATION ONLY
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The market continues to remain strong with high demand for property of all types. All the properties 
we have sold recently achieved above guide price with delighted vendors and buyers moving to their 
new dream homes in the popular villages of Sussex.  

With our specialist team of planners and surveyors we can provide a fully informed high level of service 
when buying or selling with Lambert & Foster. We are loving our new office in Wadhurst and in less than 
a year have established a strong client base which is continuing to grow from strength to strength!

Contact Gill Weavers, Sussex Residential Sales Manager, to discuss your property options.

From strength to strength

SOLD 
STC

SOLD 
STC

SOLD 
STC

It has been an absolute delight to see the return of ploughing 
matches after the cancellations last year. Lambert & Foster and 
Bloomfields are proud to attend Laughton & District, Weald of Kent 
and East Kent ploughing matches. 

Thank you to everyone who came along and showed your support 
on the day and to our brilliant rural community who work so hard all 
year round. It was great to be able to meet with current, past and 
new clients - we are already looking forward to next year’s events!

We are also proud to sponsor the heavy horses and family tent at 
the Laughton & District Ploughing Match and the Craft Tent at the 
East Kent Ploughing Match.

2021 Ploughing Matches

The need for residential letting properties remains strong. In an 
increasingly regulated industry we offer the highest standards of 
professional service for both landlords and tenants, always taking into 
consideration the specific requirements of both parties. 

If you are looking for a property or have a property to let,  
contact our Lettings Team on 01892 832325.

Letting properties are in demand!

SIGN UP FOR PROPERTY 
ALERTS OR BOOK YOUR 

MARKET APPRAISAL ONLINE  
LAMBERTANDFOSTER.CO.UK

The Lambert & Foster development sales team have recently 
completed the sale of an eleven unit development site at the 
Warmlake Estate in Sutton Valence, close to the county town 
of Maidstone in Kent. Land Sales Director, Alan Mummery, 
commented “The Bloomfields planning team secured an 
excellent consent for the eight unit scheme on a former 
commercial premises and concurrently achieved separate 
consent for three further dwellings on an adjacent green field 
site. This well crafted scheme drew exceptional interest and 
a single buyer was found for the whole.’’

Alan goes on to say; “There is phenomenal demand for 
‘oven ready’ development projects and we have cash  
buyers waiting for the right opportunities.”  

Please contact Alan Mummery or Tim Duncan on 01892 
832 325 if you think you have land that might be suitable.

Planning & sale success
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Lambert & Foster’s Rural Professional Team has 
now submitted a number of applications under 
the first Sustainable Farming Incentive Pilot. The 
applications have been submitted on behalf of an intensive 
dairy farm in East Sussex, a typical Wealden sheep farm and a large 
arable holding in East Kent. It has been hugely valuable to be involved at 
this early stage in the Scheme that will ultimately replace the Basic Payment Scheme. 
It has allowed our Rural Professional team to gain an understanding of how the new 
scheme will be structured, the likely level of payments that will be available and 
importantly, in practical terms, what is going to be asked of our farming clients with 
respect to the day-to-day management of their holdings.  

For those interested in getting involved at the next opportunity, it has been announced 
that the SFI will officially launch with an ‘early rollout’ opening in Spring 2022. This will 
focus on soil health standards and the Animal Health and Wealth Pathway. 

In respect of the Animal Health and Wealth Pathway, it has been designed to help 
farmers bolster the health and welfare of their stock, whilst at the same time improving 
their bottom line. The programme is set to start in Spring 2022 with the initial focus 
being on improving disease prevention and control. Grants will be made available to 
assist farmers in meeting the objectives of the Pathway.

If you would be interested in participating, please do get in touch with a member 
of the team.

Sustainable Farming 
Incentive Update 

Grants for the 
horticultural food 
and drink industry
Individual grants of between £50,000 
and £250,000 have been made 
available to Kent and Medway-based 
horticultural food and drinks businesses 
by Growing Kent and Medway.

The grants are available to businesses 
operating in the horticultural food 
production, packaging, processing or 
enabling technologies sectors, aimed 
at projects with a duration of 18-30 
months, which develop environmentally 
sustainable technologies, practices 
and innovations, alongside economic 
growth. 

Applications opened on 6th September, 
with the organisation looking for 
applicant projects that: 

■ Minimise waste and maximise 
recycling

■ Improve the efficiency of resource 
use 

■ Help achieve supply chain resilience

■ Enhance precision technologies

■ Assist in solving the challenge of 
access to labour

Unusually, successful applicants will 
also be expected to deliver social value 
through community engagement via 
involvement in community initiatives 
around nutrition and well-being or 
by increasing awareness of careers 
in horticulture, food production and 
related technologies.

Following allocation of the £3 million 
available under this grant scheme, 
grants for small-scale innovation 
projects are expected to be announced. 

For more information please contact 
a member of the Rural Professional 
team.

We are delighted to bring to the market land located in a beautiful rural 
location on the immediate south side of the historic village of Chilham 
close to Canterbury in Kent. 

Offered for sale in 2 lots, the main part comprises some 20 acres of pretty, low 
lying marsh pasture with long frontage to the River Stour on the immediate 
outskirts of the village. The sale excludes the fishing rights. Located in a village 
where land rarely becomes available for sale, it is likely to create interest not only 
from local landowners but also developers looking for environmental offset land 
to link to development projects that may have been delayed locally because of 
the Stodmarsh Lakes issues which have obstructed development in the Stour 
Catchment, unless development proposals are able to demonstrate nutrient 
neutrality. Given the pasture land’s location in Ashford Borough and that parts 
may be suitable for wetland creation this is an interesting possibility.

In addition to the pasture a separate area of woodland extending to 1.77 acres is 
also offered for sale.

The guide price for the 20 acres of pasture is £150,000 to £160,000 and for the 
1.77 acres of woodland offers are invited in the region of £12,000.

Grazing land in the picturesque 
village of Chilham, Kent

Exclusive new development in 
Matfield coming soon!
Register your interest now 01892 832 325

LAND 
FOR 
SALE
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Ewan Thompson explains that there are rules and regulations 
in all walks of life these days and, rightly, that’s no different 
for an architect. The title of “architect” is protected under 
law in the UK, so only those who have attained the relevant 
qualifications can be added to the Architects register, held by 
the Architect’s Registration Board (ARB). The Royal Institute of 
British Architects (RIBA), and ARB both have codes of conduct 
that members must adhere to. These codes cover things such 
as integrity, competence and the responsibilities architects have 
towards clients, to protect the public from substandard and 
unprofessional work. By hiring an architect, you can be assured 
you are dealing with someone qualified and insured, with years 
of training to help get the best out of your project.

At Bloomfields we are able to assist you in the design of your 
architectural and planning projects, whether they be agricultural 
conversions (like the one shown below), master plans, new 
builds or extensions.

If you have a project you would like to discuss, please 
contact Russell Brown on 01892 831600.

Architect; it’s all in the word

Our team deals with all aspects of infrastructure management 
and are currently assisting clients on schemes with Network 
Rail, National Grid, Southern Water and South East Water in 
Kent and Sussex.  It is important to remember that the utility 
provider will cover all our professional fees and so the 
affected occupier is never left out of pocket.
Our roles, amongst others, include the negotiation of early entry 
fees, compound licences fees and any special mitigation fees; 
meeting with the utility agents and agreeing accommodation 
works; and calculating and agreeing a final compensation and 
easement package for any losses incurred at the end of the 
works.

Over the last six months Lambert & Foster has agreed a 
significant easement payment with National Grid; compound 
licences and mitigation payments with Network Rail and 
easement payments with South East Water and Southern Water.

We are aware of various pending schemes in the locality and 
so if you receive a letter or knock on the door from any utility 
company or its agent, ring us directly so we can assist from the 
earliest stage.  

Our diverse experience working with utility service 
providers means we understand the unique and niche 
requirements of this and so if you have a pending or live 
scheme on your property,  please call Jon Booth on 01892 
832325 (Kent) or Dan Page on 01435 873999 (Sussex).

At Lambert & Foster, we have an experienced 
infrastructure services team, regularly working on behalf 
of landowners and tenants, where their land or rural 
property is affected by utility infrastructure projects.  

INFRASTRUCTURE SERVICES 

End-to-end delivery of utility 
projects on behalf of landowners 
throughout Kent and Sussex

DEFRA’s Farming  
Innovation Programme

DEFRA have announced a series of funds aimed at encouraging 
collaborative research and development which could help solve 
challenges and exploit opportunities in increasing environmental 

sustainability alongside productivity.

DEFRA are looking for a range of projects to support from individuals 
with exciting, ambitious early ideas who need funding to develop these 

into reality, through to funding the large-scale research and development 
of solutions with the potential to enhance productivity, sustainability and 

sector resilience. The programme further aims to support knowledge 
exchange, sharing the results of the projects widely for the benefit of all. 

Applications open in October, with more information 
expected before then on the application process.   

A former farmstead comprising a fine 
detached unlisted period farmhouse 
offering scope for sympathetic 
improvement complemented by traditional 
buildings including a brick barn and 
redundant purpose-built kennels, set within 
landscaped gardens, two ponds and land 
extending in all to some 37 acres.

For further information, contact the 
Cranbrook office on 01580 712888.

N E W  T O  T H E  M A R K E T

Stunning property in 
Rural Paddock Wood

SCHEME DESIGNED BY BLOOMFIELDS  
DRAWING TEAM
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KENT OFFICES: 77 Commercial Road, Paddock Wood, Kent 01892 832 325
 39 High Street, Cranbrook, Kent 01580 712 888
 Hillhurst Farm, Stone St, Westenhanger, Hythe, Kent  01303 814 444
SUSSEX OFFICES: High Street, Wadhurst & Sussex House, Mayfield 01435 873 999

www.lambertandfoster.co.uk  www.bloomfieldsltd.co.uk
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PUBLICATION DATE: October 2021. DISCLAIMER: The articles in this edition of Asset should not be relied upon or regarded as a substitute for advice.  
Lambert & Foster and Bloomfields would be pleased to provide further information or advice on any property or planning issues.

Farming in protected landscapes 

On the afternoon of Friday 10th September, Lambert & 
Foster and Bloomfields took a well-deserved afternoon off to 
participate in water activities followed by a 
company BBQ at Bodiam Boating station.

Due to the pandemic and the ongoing 
restrictions, we have not been able to 
do anything as a company for a very 
long time! With many new members 
joining over the last 18 months, it was 
a fantastic team bonding afternoon 
which brought the five offices together.

Good to spend time together

Well done to everyone who ran the Lambert 
& Foster Half Marathon on what was a very 
warm day! This year we had two members 
of the team running, Director, Jonathan 
Booth and Architectural Designer, Russell 
Brown from our drawing office. Director, 
Alan Mummery also attended and 
presented the trophies at the prize giving. 
After the event was cancelled last year due to 
the pandemic, in September it finally went ahead 
with great success! Well done to everyone who participated 
and those who cheered the runners on from the side lines. 

Entries have opened for the 2022 race and are coming in 
faster than ever. As always, we anticipate that it will reach 
the race limit well in advance of race day. Book your space 
now to avoid disappointment!

Farming in Protected Landscapes or FiLP is 
a grant programme funded by DEFRA but 
administered by the Areas of Outstanding 
Natural Beauty and National Parks across 
England, offering funding to farmers and land 
managers with land in, or neighbouring, these 
areas. 

This fund compliments the existing schemes, 
meaning applications can be made alongside 
BPS and other agreements, and assists with 
preparing farms for the agricultural transition.  

The first round of funding is open for 
applications now, until 31st January 2022, 
looking for one-off projects that provide value 
for money and meet outcomes under the four 
themes of People, Place, Climate and Nature. 

The Kent Downs AONB, High Weald AONB 
and South Downs National Park each 
have their own goals for the programme, 
influencing the projects they are looking to 
support, but example projects include: 

■ installing rainwater harvesting equipment

■ enhancing on-farm carbon storage 

■ planting hedges to reinstate lost 
boundaries

■ conserving and enhancing historic features 

■ cutting to restore overstood coppice

■ purchasing equipment to prevent soil 
compaction or help with wildflower 
grassland management

■ completing ecological or soil surveys to 
inform environmental management   

■ creating corridors to connect habitats

■ developing uses and markets for farm 
products

■ setting up agroforestry

■ purchasing off-grid infrastructure for 
temporary campsites

If you have a project in mind which 
you think may be eligible for the 
programme but would like assistance 
in making an application, please 
contact a member of the team.  

We are finalists  
in the RTPI Awards!
We are delighted to report that 

Bloomfields has been shortlisted  
by the Royal Town Planning Institute  

for the RTPI South East Planning  
Team of the Year Award 2021. 

“It does not surprise me that 
Bloomfields has been recognised for 
their excellence in planning as I have 
the privilege of seeing the effort and 
results of all who make Bloomfields 
what it is. The team is very talented 
and they are thoroughly deserving 
of this shortlisting. Good luck to all 

of our fellow professionals.” 

Tom Ogden, Director, Bloomfields




