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DO YOU HAVE A PROJECT YOU NEED HELP WITH?
Contact our friendly and helpful team at our Kent or Sussex offices

CONVERSION OF BARN 
TO HOUSE ALLOWED 
AT APPEAL

Bloomfields made a 
case for converting a 
redundant building 
to a dwelling in the 
middle of an orchard. 
After disagreeing with 
the legal position set 
out by Bloomfields, the 
Council refused the application. This resulted in 
the application being appealed, with the Inspector 
agreeing with the case advanced by Bloomfields.  
Since the successful appeal, a further application 
has been made to re-roof and reclad the building 
to improve its aesthetics and to deal with related 
conditions imposed by the Inspector. 

19 NEW DWELLINGS 
IN THE COUNTRYSIDE
n  Pre-application negotiation
n  Masterplan drawings
n  Project management

SKILLS USED

n  Identifying the ability to use 
permitted development rights

n 	Knowing when and how to appeal if 
negotiation fails

n 	Discharging conditions

SKILLS USED

CONVERSION OF FORMER STABLES & 
AGRICULTURAL BUILDING TO DWELLING

Bloomfields have successfully obtained planning permission for the change of 
use and conversion of a former stables and calving shed into a two-bed dwelling. 
During the application process some debate was had about whether the building’s 
proposed for conversion were curtilage listed or not, but in the end the Council 
agreed with Bloomfields’ assessment that they were not. The design, drawn by 
Bloomfield’s in house architectural team, respects the heritage of the building whilst 
creating a modern, open plan interior. A new glazed link connects the bedrooms to 
the living space and provides views through the house from the courtyard to the 
garden and fields beyond.

n  Contemporary design incorporated into historic buildings
n  Negotiation to avoid having to appeal

SKILLS USED

Bloomfields established a fall-back position for a couple of dwellings 
on site, before opening up dialogue with the Council through the 
pre-application process. Despite the site’s location outside of the 
limits of ‘built development’ and with part of the site falling within 
the Strategic Gap (where a ‘landscape buffer’ was considered 
necessary) further liaison with the council identified the opportunity 
to increase the number of units on the site.  This was subsequently 
worked into a masterplan by Bloomfields’ architectural team. Many 
third-party consultants were managed by Bloomfields, including 
drainage engineers, highway engineers, landscape architects, 

and ecologist to name a few. Along the way, Bloomfields were 
able to involve members of the Lambert & Foster team to advise 
on easement matters relating to neighbouring land owners, utility 
matters concerning overhead power lines and to advise on values.
The site has been offered for sale though Lambert & Foster.
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