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New executive homes launched
Lambert & Foster’s residential teams are 
pleased to be launching to the market the first 
phase of Roundwell Park, Bearsted.

2023 has been a busy year for the 
teams at Lambert & Foster and 
Bloomfields. As we look forward to 
2024, we are grateful to have such 
a huge amount of experience and 
knowledge on our side to help our 

ever expanding client base. It is our 
belief that you simply cannot beat 
experienced professionals when it 
comes to the industries we work in 
- make sure you have the best team 
on your side when making those big 
financial decisions.

We are continually working with the 
industry regulators RICS, TPO, CAAV, 
BIAC, NAEA & ARLA Propertymark and 
RTPI to bring you the most up-to-date 
and trusted advice. Whatever your 
property or planning needs, contact us. 

Sustainable Farming Incentive
The L&F team are busy preparing SFI applications 
for a range of farm sizes and farming systems.  
The sooner you apply, the sooner payments  
will begin to flow.

Conversion of stables to 
residential dwelling
Bloomfields successfully achieved planning 
permission for the conversion of a stable.

Wishing you a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!
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This year we are 
supporting various 
local food banks 
around the south east 
in place of sending 
Christmas cards.

The Community Storehouse in 
Paddock Wood is managed and 
staffed by volunteers who help to 
gather and distribute food parcels to 
those who need this support.

www.communitystorehouse.co.uk

Nourish Community Food Bank 
delivers three days’ emergency 
food and supplies to people in 
crisis. These food parcels provide 
short-term relief at a difficult time in 
Tunbridge Wells, Tonbridge and the 
surrounding areas.

www.nourishcommunityfoodbank.org.uk

Crowborough Food Bank provide 
three days’ nutritionally balanced 
emergency food and support to  
local people who are referred to 
them in crisis. 

www.crowborough.foodbank.org.uk

The Family Food Bank provides 
support to families that are 
experiencing financial hardship 
across Kent & Medway.

www.familyfoodbank.org

R E S I D E N T I A L  L E T T I N G S

     New Farm Management         	
    Consultant to join  
team L&F in 2024
We are delighted to introduce Will Steel who joins 
the rural professional team as a Farm Management 
Consultant to extend the range of services that L&F 
are able to offer. Will has managed a 240 hectare 
arable and beef farm estate with diversified activities 
on the Kent & Sussex border for more than 30 years, and in this time has 
overseen considerable change. 

Will is a recognised leader in the farming community. His past experiences 
include; Chairman of the Weald NFU branch and Weald of Kent Ploughing 
Match, and current President of the Weald of Kent Young Farmers Club. 

F A R M  C O N S U LTA N C Y

Director, Jon Booth, comments, 

“Will's practical farm management knowledge is unrivalled and we see this 
as an excellent fit working alongside our rural professional and planning 
teams. Farm businesses are experiencing considerable change and Will’s 
experience in both day-to-day farm management and implementing 
diversification is impressive. Will’s role involves assisting landowners with 
practical, everyday management issues and future business planning. We 
are delighted to have Will on the team - he's another valuable asset to 
Lambert & Foster.”

Section 21 “no fault” evictions will remain
The Government has confirmed that 
changes to the current system for 
repossessing properties “will not take 
place until we judge sufficient progress 
has been made to improve the courts.” 
It continues: “That means we will not 
proceed with the abolition of Section 21, 
until reforms to the justice system are in 
place.”

This follows extreme pressure from the industry and a large exodus of 
landlords from the market, after the details of the proposed Renters Reform 
Bill were publicised.

It has now been recognised that until the court system has capacity to deal 
with evictions in a timely manner, and until the Section 8 notice to quit has 
been modified, it would be unfair to prevent the use of the Section 21 no fault 
eviction.

It is clearly a good thing to protect tenants from unscrupulous landlords, but 
equally it is vital to protect landlords. If a tenant looks after the property and 
pays their rent on time, it is not in a landlords’ financial interest to ask them 
to leave. Good tenants have nothing to fear from the Section 21, as it is only 
ever used when strictly necessary.

If you have any questions about this article, please contact our lettings team.
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R U R A L  P R O F E S S I O N A L S

Sustainable Farming Incentive
Application window now open!

The English Woodland Creation Offer
Grant funding available for planting trees on your land

The English Woodland Creation 
Offer (EWCO) is a scheme run by 
the Forestry Commission where 
landowners can apply for grant 
funding to support the creation 
of new woodland areas on their 
land. The minimum area of land 
required to be eligible for funding 
is 1 hectare. This can be split into 
any number of smaller parcels of at 
least 0.1 hectares and at least 20m 
depth.

There is a grant of up to £10,200 
per hectare available for the 
capital items and related activities 
needed to establish the new 
woodland areas, and then annual 
maintenance payments of £350 
per hectare for 15 years to help 
establish the young trees.

Once the initial planting is 
complete, there are several 
additional one-off payments that 
can be claimed if the location and 
the design of the new woodland 
provides public benefit. 

Additional contributions include:

■	 Nature Recovery – up to £2,800 
per hectare for woodlands that 
restore nature and species

■ 	Flood Risk – £500 per hectare 
for woodlands that help reduce 
the risk of flooding

■ 	Water Quality – £400 per 
hectare for woodlands that will 
improve water quality

■ 	Riparian Buffers – £1,600 per 
hectare for woodlands along 
riverbanks that improve water 
habitat

■ 	Close to settlements – up to 
£500 per hectare for creating 
woodlands close to where 
people live

■ 	Recreational Access – up to 
£2,200 per hectare for providing 
access to woodlands for the 
public to enjoy

If you are interested in exploring 
the feasibility of planting new 
woodland on your land, please 
contact a member of the Rural 
Professional team who will be able 
to check which parts of your land 
are eligible for the scheme, and 
which sections of land qualify for 
additional payments.

Slurry  
Infrastructure  

Grant – Round 2  
now open!

Grants of between £25,000 and 
£250,000 are available to improve 
your slurry storage to go beyond 

legal minimums. 

TALK TO THE TEAM

The L&F team are busy preparing SFI applications for a range of farm 
sizes and farming systems. Whilst for some farms the SFI Actions are 
easily incorporated, for others it will mean more significant changes to 
farming operations. It is certainly pleasing that the RPA are turning the 
applications around quickly. There is no application deadline, so the 
sooner you apply, the sooner payments will begin to flow.
A summary of some of the Actions that are proving popular:

CODE	 ACTION	 PAYMENT RATE

SAM2	 Winter cover crops	 £129 per ha

IPM4	 No use of insecticides	 £45 per ha	

IPM1 & 	 Integrated Pest Management &	 £989 & £589 
NUM1	 Nutrient Management Plans	 per year

NUM2	 Legumes on improved grassland	 £102 per ha

NUM3	 Legume fallow	 £593 per ha

IGL2	 Winter bird food on improved grassland	 £474 per ha

LIG1	 Low input grassland	 £151 per ha

The end of the Cross Compliance Rules
The Basic Payment Scheme (BPS) will formally come to an end on 31st December. The end of 
BPS also means the end of the Cross Compliance Rules. In its place will be a raft of existing  
regulations that serve to protect the environment and animal health and welfare. Defra have 
created a helpful central guide to all such regulations.
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Do you have land  
suitable for residential 
development which is 

adjoining towns, villages or 
hamlets in the south east?  
The time is right to explore the potential 

of your land - for an initial appraisal, please 
contact Tim Duncan on 01892 832 325  

tim.duncan@lambertandfoster.co.uk

UNLOCK  
THE POTENTIAL VALUE OF  
YOUR LAND
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New executive homes 
launched at Roundwell 
Park in Bearsted

Lambert & Foster’s residential teams 
at Cranbrook and Paddock Wood are 
very pleased to be launching to the 
market the first phase of Roundwell 
Park, Bearsted. This is an executive 

development of four and five bedroom detached family 
houses by Quayside Homes, who are an independent 
house builder priding themselves in building quality 
homes with an attention to detail.  

The first phase comprising homes 26 to 30 with asking 
prices starting at £825,000 up to £1,195,000. 

This stunning development is centrally located within 
the village, a convenient distance to the popular village 
green, pubs, restaurant, favoured Roseacre Junior 
School and mainline railway station. 

To arrange an appointment, contact the  
Cranbrook office on 01580 712888 or email  
cranbrook@lambertandfoster.co.uk

E S TAT E  A G E N C Y  /  D E V E L O P M E N T

Book your free lettings 
appraisal online 

LOOKING TO LET YOUR PROPERTY IN 2024?

In an increasingly regulated industry we offer the highest standards 

of professional service for landlords. Our full range of letting services 

include Let Only, Let & Rent Collect and Full Management. 

List your 
property   
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Stylish & luxurious -
welcome to Hollyfields
Hollyfields, developed by Berkeley Homes, is located within an easy walk 
of Tunbridge Wells town via Camden Park giving access to the mainline 
station, the amenities of the old High Street and The Pantiles. Although 
this location is very convenient for all aspects of town living, it also provides 
a little slice of the countryside with wonderful green open spaces.

Lambert & Foster are pleased to bring to the market a selection of new 
property suitable for all buyers. 

For further details, or to book a viewing, please contact the Wadhurst 
office on 01435 873 999 or sussex@lambertandfoster.co.uk. 

E S TAT E  A G E N C Y

Former Inn turned 
apartments in Sussex 

An impressive collection 
of exceptionally spacious 
bespoke one and two 
bedroom apartments located 
close to the heart of Wadhurst 

village in the hamlet of Cousley Wood within 
The High Weald Area of Outstanding Natural 
Beauty in a semi-rural location, with wonderful 
views of the open countryside. Balaclava Inn 
was formerly a well-known and loved local 
public house.

For further details, or to book a viewing, 
please contact the Wadhurst office on 01435 
873 999 or sussex@lambertandfoster.co.uk. 

Santa isn’t the only one looking 
at houses over

Book your free market appraisal today

Scan the 
code!

Impressive Victorian residence
For sale £1,250,000
Martinfield Manor is an impressive, detached Victorian residence 
with origins dating back to the late 1800’s. The current owners 
have run a successful B&B business from this delightful property 
for just shy of 27 years, whilst still being their main residence 
and therefore this hugely versatile property will appeal to many 
buyers with its multiple uses. The property retains an abundance 
of features indicative of the period including decorative details, 
panelled doors, picture rails and fireplaces.

For further details, or to book a viewing, please contact the  
Cranbrook office on 01580 712888 or email  
cranbrook@lambertandfoster.co.uk
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P L A N N I N G

Talk to the experts
Helping you to meet your 
equestrian planning needs 

New regulations for planning 
application fees and procedures
New regulations are now in force which bring various 
changes to planning application fees and procedures. In 
particular;

■	 Fees paid in respect of applications relating to 
major development will increase by 35% and all 
other application types by 25%.

■	 Fees can be increased annually in line with inflation 
from April 2025.

■	 There will no longer be any opportunity for “free-
go” applications.

■	 The Planning Guarantee (the time frame to obtain 
a refund on non-major applications that have not 
been determined) is reduced from 26, to 16 weeks.

A farm in rural Maidstone has received permission for the 
delivery of two mixed-use agricultural buildings and a hay 
barn following a successful trio of applications submitted 
to Maidstone Borough Council by Bloomfields. A further 
application is currently under consideration for a new farm 
office on the same site.

An initial prior notification application scheme was submitted 
which allowed for the provision of a machinery store and hay 
barn. This scheme was successful, but following the building 
of the barns to provide mixed-use farm buildings in a slightly 
different location on the site, they were later regularised by a 
retrospective application.

It was later discovered by Bloomfields that the original 
prior notification permission had not be superseded by the 
retrospective permission. Therefore, a Lawful Development 
Certificate proposed use was submitted which confirmed that 
the original prior notification permission remained extant and 
one of the original barns would still fit on the site and could 
be built.

Home office working 
space successfully 
approved

Following the grant of planning permission 
for a major residential development, Bloomfields 

worked with their client and the Council to successfully 
obtain permission for amendments to the original scheme to 
include a new home working space within the loft space of 
several dwellings. The team demonstrated that the external 
alterations to the buildings to accommodate the changes 
would be sympathetic and in keeping with their character 
and appearance and that there would be no demonstrable 
impact upon nearby heritage assets. 

In addition, Bloomfields successfully negotiated with the 
Council to ensure that additional financial contribution 
requests towards local infrastructure were proportionate to 
the increase in floorspace proposed. 
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MATERIALS KEY

1. Hurstwood Multi Yellow brick by Wienerberger
2. Zinc/Aluminium Cladding - Anthracite Grey (mid to dark)
3. Rain Water Goods -Anthracite Grey (mid to dark)
4. Natural Slate Tiled Roof 
5. Aluminium Framed Glazing Colour: Anthracite Grey (mid to dark)
6. Conservation Style Rooflight (frame colour to match slate, dark 
grey). Flush with slate tiled roof. See photo below.

Revision

Non Material 
Amendments Application

Image of conservation rooflight with slate grey finish flush with slate 
tiled pitched roof. This is similar to what is proposed (the proposed is 
wider and not as long).

A (09.08.2022) - Conservation skylights located on 'avenue' side 
only, and reduced in width, as requested by planning officers. 

A

DRAWINGS BY FOURTH SPACE ARCHITECTS

Permission granted for conversion 
of stables to residential dwelling
Bloomfields have successfully achieved planning permission for 
the conversion of a stable building in Woodchurch, Thanet into a 
2-bedroom residential dwelling. This was the second approval for 
the same stable block, after successfully achieving the principle 
of converting the stables to a residential dwelling through a 
planning application submitted and approved earlier in 2023.

The new scheme included the provision of an extension which 
allowed for an improved layout and larger internal room spaces.
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Three barns for  
the price of two! 
A staged approach to delivery of  
agricultural buildings in rural Maidstone.
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P L A N N I N G

Community & Neighbourhood Planning

Sevenoaks District Council is in the process of 
preparing a new Local Plan, detailing what can 
be built and where, along with what should be 
protected. The plan covers the period up to 2040 
and is called ‘Plan 2040’.

To meet the District’s housing needs, 712 homes 
need to be built each year up to 2040. The Local 
Plan Consultation Regulation 18 (Part 2) continues 
to focus on development opportunities in built 
up areas and also considers Green Belt land in 
the most suitable and sustainable location. The 
consultation includes three different options to 
meet development needs;

■	 Option 1 ‘multiple sites’ – includes sites 
found to be suitable through the Strategic 
Housing and Employment Land Availability 
(SHELAA) process along with multiple sites 
on the edge of higher tier settlements 
(Sevenoaks, Westerham and West Kingsdown) 
which are located in both the Green Belt 
and AONB. This option is detailed as 
‘approximately meet needs’.

■	 Option 2 ‘settlement’ – includes sites found 
to be suitable through the SHELAA plus a 
stand-alone settlement in a single location. 
This option is detailed as ‘meets need’.

■	 Option 3 ‘combined’ – includes sites found 
to be suitable though the SHELAA plus 
combined AONB/Green Belt sites on the 
edge of higher tier settlements (Sevenoaks, 
Westerham and Westkingsdown) plus a stand-
alone settlement. This option is detailed as 
‘exceeds need’.

The consultation is open until 11th January 2024. 
Contact the Bloomfields office on 01892 831600 
or email info@bloomfieldsltd.co.uk for further 
information.

Livestock barn approved

Bloomfields has successfully achieved full planning permission for 
a new 30m x 8m livestock barn to support the growth of the farm 
business. The barn was in close proximity to a Grade I listed building 
and Bloomfields successfully demonstrated that the building was 
suitably located and designed that there would not be any impact 
on the Listed building and that a bespoke full Heritage Assessment 
would have been disproportionate in the circumstance.   

The building complement a prior approval general purpose barn 
which Bloomfields secured in 2022 together with a large concrete 
area to form the basis of the new farm yard. The farm now has almost 
10,000 sq ft of farm buildings, either built or approved, to enable the 
35 acre farm to now run as efficiently as possible. 

Prior approval 
granted for fourth 
reservoir for soft 
fruit farm
Prior approval was sought for the  
construction of an irrigation reservoir to  
provide 6 million gallons of water storage over an area of 1.1ha.  
After considering the agricultural justification and reasoning for 
providing the reservoir in that location, the Council granted prior 
approval for the additional reservoir including all construction works. 
The approved reservoir has been designed to occupy an area to the 
south of the existing reservoir, following the topography of the land 
with the toe of the existing and proposed reservoirs being tied in to 
each other.  

Talk to the experts

Bloomfields have qualified staff with extensive Local Planning 
Authority experience ready to guide and assist local communities.
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You can sign up for property alerts, request 
market appraisals, join our mailing list, browse 
the latest property news and see the team at 

www.lambertandfoster.co.uk

KENT OFFICES:	 77 Commercial Road, Paddock Wood, Kent 01892 832 325
	 39 High Street, Cranbrook, Kent 01580 712 888
	 Hillhurst Farm, Stone St, Westenhanger, Hythe, Kent  01303 814 444
SUSSEX OFFICE:	 Helix House, High Street, Wadhurst  01435 873 999

www.lambertandfoster.co.uk  www.bloomfieldsltd.co.uk

IN ASSOCIATION WITH

PUBLICATION DATE: Dec 2023. DISCLAIMER: The articles in this edition of Asset should not be relied upon or regarded as a substitute for advice.  
Lambert & Foster and Bloomfields would be pleased to provide further information or advice on any property or planning issues.

R U R A L  A G E N C Y 

Stunning new rural properties
You need to be quick to be in with a chance!

As we leave 2023, we continue to see good demand  
for agricultural land and buildings throughout Kent & 
Sussex. However, demand is outstripping the limited 
supply of good quality instructions. We are always on  
the lookout for suitable instructions and offer a no-
obligation market appraisal. 

Please contact the Lambert & Foster rural agency team,  
in confidence, on: 

West Kent 01892 832 325  |  East Kent 01303 814 444
Sussex 01435 873 999

Alan Mummery Antonia Mattinson Will JexDan Page

Lambert & Foster Rural Agency Team

Deer Leap Stud Farm,  
Knockholt Road, Halstead, Kent
For sale £1,400,000
An opportunity to purchase a smallholding on the 
outskirts of Halstead, Sevenoaks comprising a detached 
3 bed dwelling and detached 1 bed lodge, both in 
need of improvement, extensive outbuildings including 
stables and grassland extending in all to some 6.98 
acres (2.82 hectares).

Skinners Farmland, Best Beech Hill,  
Wadhurst, East Sussex
For sale £450,000
A block of pasture with woodland shaws in a sought-
after location close to the market town of Wadhurst. In 
all the land extends to some 51.2 acres (20.71 hectares) 
and is classified as Grade III on the DEFRA Agricultural 
Land Map. The land is located within the High Weald 
Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty and the majority of 
the woodland is classified by Natural England as being 
ancient and semi-natural woodland.

Sally-Anne Williams


